THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Definitions  *

THE British Empire is so vast and complex
a political^ organism fihft itjds *even difficult
to say exactlyl^efearrt^giuswand ends. It may be
said to comprise all those territories^and peoples
for whose governn|ffirthirw^                   of the

British CommonwealthT^ Nations fie responsible.
The community of free^d equal nations to wrhich
the Dominions and tKTTTgj^^               belong is

generally kno|wrr"13?t|Se _._.
Some people Vrbkt this" term as contrasting witfe
British Empire, a title which they reserve for the
Crown colonies and other dependent territories
only. But this is not the usage of official documents,
nor is it satisfactory in practice. la this pamphlet
the terms British Empire and -^British Common-
wealth are used to denote the same group of coun-
tries, though looked at from different aspects: as
the Empire, when the emphasis is on its historical
unity and on the intimate interconnexion of all its
members, whatever may be the degree of their self-
government; and as the Commonwealth, when the
emphasis is on the free and equal association that
subsists amopg those countries of the Empire which
are self-governing and have the status of Dominions.

Dominions and Colonies

The list of such countries comprises the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,..
Canada, Australia, the Union of South Africa,
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